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only renounced his right to the heirship but resolved
not to marry at all so that there might be no progeny
from him to quarrel with Satyavati and the sons that
might be born to her This resolve he,carned to his
grave, and his great self-denial and his pious character
have hallowed his name, which is always mentioned
with high reverence by the Aryans of India

Shantanu had two sons by Satyavati, one of whom
died in infancy Vichitravirya succeeded hy? father in
the kingship of the Kurus, but he died childless, though
Bhishma had married him to two wives, Ambika and
Ambalaya, whom he had brought by force from the king
of Kashi Satyawati had, before her marriage with
Shantanu, a son born to her by the sage Parashara
That son was none other than Vyasa, the author of the
Mahabharata and the compiler of the Vedas Vyasa
was now called to raise progeny on the widows of his
half-brother by Satyawati with the consent of Bhishrna,
the guaidian of the family, and t\\o sons, Dhntarashtra
and Pandu, were thus born to Vichitravirya by Niyoga
or levirate as it was called among- the Jews A third
^on Vidura was born to Vyasa by a " Dasi " Dhnta-
rashtra was blind, and Pandu ruled the kingdom for
some time, when he retired to and died sn a forest
Dhntarashtra, it is said, had by his wife Gandhan
(daughter of the king of Gandhara) a hundred sons, the
chief of whom were Duryodhana and Duhshasana
It is these that fought the great battle, called the Marha-
bharala war, with the Pandavas or the sons of Pandu
How these sons were bom to Panclu we shall descnbe m
the next chapter